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“FOR I WAS HUNGRY, AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD” 
MATTHEW 25:35

JAMII CLASSROOM PRE-COVID

The pandemic has been devastating for

individuals and countries irrespective of wealth

and status. Its devastating effects on countries

already suffering from structural poverty and

inadequate health services are now becoming

fully apparent. 

 

Mass unemployment, disruptions to food supplies,

and declining aid are contributing to hunger

during the pandemic. Food insecurity remains a

real issue in the communities Kizimani serves,

especially the hardships faced within the Eldo-

Jamii School community.

Since 2007, KIZIMANI has partnered with Eldo-

Jamii school in Eldoret, Kenya. We help combat

food insecurity and hunger by providing students

with nutritious meals and supporting an

improved learning experience for 650 elementary

and middle school students. 

 

For schools like Eldo-Jamii, Covid-19 school

closures enacted in March 2020 have precipitated

untold suffering for both staff and students. The

schools operating budget relies entirely on tuition

paid by parents. School closures have meant no

income and the loss of an entire school year for

students who have no internet access or

hardware (laptops/chrome books). In early

October, the Kenya government mandated that

the 4th and 8th-grade resume in-person classes

to prepare for their mandatory Kenya National 



Exams. The government has put stringent

measures in place intended to keep staff and

students safe while offering no financial support

to schools like Eldo-Jamii.  

Having received no income since March, Eldo-

Jamii school has not paid its staff for the last 6

months.  Teachers are walking an average of 4

miles each day, to serve their students but also in

the hope that they will earn a living. Without

unemployment benefits and help decrease their

cost of living, several members of the staff moved

out of town to live with extended family. Others

like the school principal, have been forced to go

out each day and look for temporary jobs, and

help put food on the table. 

Additionally, many of the parents of the students

at Eldo-Jamii school are small scale business

owners relying on the daily income to provide for

their families. When the Covid-19 safeguards were

established, families found themselves caught

between following government health requirem-

ents and trying to do whatever they could to feed

their families Those who failed to comply with

government guidelines had their wares destroyed

and expelled from their business locations. Those

who complied with government guidelines have

had no sources of income and struggle to meet

basic needs such as food and rent. 

 

As the Eldo-Jamii community faces this new

daunting reality, we have an opportunity to be a

voice of hope to the downtrodden by sharing our

resources and feeding the hungry! During this

season of giving, we invite you to participate in

this effort to care for the Eldo-Jamii staff by

donating to our “Gifts of Hope” program. This

allows us to support them with food and other

basic needs.

Your gift of any amount will make a significant

difference in the lives of an Eldo-Jamii school

family. You may choose to make a one-time

donation or a recurring gift.
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$35 provides a food box for 2 weeks for one family  

$50 provides a food box for 1 month for one family

$100 helps with back rent for 2 months for one family


